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RACING, WAGERING AND BETTING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 2007 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [2.49 pm]:  I will make members in the chamber very happy by 
announcing that I will not speak for very long.  As I said earlier, I have had quite a briefing on the legislation 
from the Director General of the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor and the opposition supports it.  I 
pointed out earlier that the main thrust of the legislation is to get rid of the anomalous situation that exists with 
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club, whereby it still operates under an archaic law that was put in place at the 
turn of the last century.  The bill will also remove some technical anomalies in the racing industry and the 
gaming and betting industry. 
I will quickly touch on part 5 of the bill by saying that it will change the process for the selection of non-industry 
representatives on the Racing and Wagering Western Australia board.  That will make it a much fairer system, 
and that is why the opposition supports the legislation. 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [2.51 pm]:  I will add my comments to those of the member for South Perth in 
supporting this legislation.  However, I am rather bemused that the government moved that this legislation be 
dealt with as a matter of urgency.  The bill has been around for quite a while.  The opposition does not wish to 
disadvantage the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club any further by not allowing it to be made an incorporated 
body and to act in its own right, as do all other racing clubs in Western Australia.  The fact that the bill is being 
dealt with urgently points to some incompetence and arrogance by the government.  There are far more 
important issues that we could have discussed.  I point out that last Thursday, members spoke on the 
appropriation bills when the Treasurer was not in the chamber.  I suppose he was absent because he was looking 
at another tax to impose on Western Australians!  There were also two bills on the notice paper in the name of 
the Attorney General and Minister for Health, but we could not debate those bills because he was not in the 
chamber either.  It has been very difficult to be the opposition Whip in the past few weeks, because members on 
this side of the house have had to carry all the debate on the Premier’s Statement and the appropriation bills.  
Only four or five government members have been in the chamber. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  Now you’re just making things up! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I commend the member for Swan Hills for speaking on behalf of her electorate, but hardly 
any other government member did the same.  I wonder why.  I wonder whether that little thing called the 
Corruption and Crime Commission had members opposite worried and they were not game to poke their heads 
up in case they got shot down.  I do not think the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is sleeping too well at 
the moment because of that particular fact. 

Point of Order 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The issue is not that perhaps this speech is inappropriate with Easter almost upon us, but 
that it is outside the standing orders, as the matter has no relevance to the bill before the house. 

The SPEAKER:  The Leader of the House has a reasonably good point.  The member for Murdoch should 
address his comments to the content of the bill.  I think he has made his point about the Whip’s onerous task.  
However, it is time that he dealt with the bill. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The member has implied that in some way I am being investigated by the CCC and 
that it appears that I may have engaged in corrupt conduct.  There is absolutely no basis for such an allegation.  I 
ask the member to either put up or shut up and withdraw his comment. 

The SPEAKER:  I do not know whether the member went to that extent.  However, what the minister says is 
absolutely accurate.  Members should not make allegations of that nature, except in relation to a substantive 
motion against a member of this house.  My recollection of the comment of the member for Murdoch is that he 
did not go to that extent.  He said something about sleepless nights or something of that nature, which I think is a 
long way from breaching the rules.  However, members should be careful about what they say in this place. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  I will return to the matter at hand. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Say it outside, you chicken! 
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Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Mr Speaker, the word “chicken” was used.  Members on this side are in fear because of 
what has been said by the minister. 

The SPEAKER:  There is no point of order.  That word is commonly used in this place when someone is 
attacking another member and asking him or her to repeat comments outside.  There has been a lot worse said 
than that. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Returning to the point at hand, as I mentioned, we support this bill.  We certainly want to 
see the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club become an incorporated body.  There is one factor that I would like to 
mention.  For many years the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club has been requesting a stand-alone race day on its 
cup day in September each year.  I believe that should be granted.  That day is the best and biggest race day 
virtually anywhere in Australia.  Perth Racing would do well to let the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club hold a 
stand-alone meeting on that day, and certainly highlight that meeting.  It now has a stake of about $150 000 for 
its cup.  It is very well attended.  I think it should be able to hold a stand-alone meeting.  I support the 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club in its quest to have that stand-alone race day on its cup day.   

I will make one more point about RWWA and the various things it has had to deal with.  Putting this issue aside, 
one of the interesting things that is happening in TABs around Australia at the moment is Flexi Betting.  Western 
Australia is the only state where that is not available.  I hate to think how much revenue Western Australia has 
lost because its punters are betting on Flexi Betting systems in the other states of Australia.  I understand that 
Flexi Betting will finally come to Western Australia sometime later this year.  It is about a year too late.  Many 
Western Australian TAB customers have now established their accounts and established betting trends on 
eastern states TABs.  As a result, revenue is going out of the state because the Western Australian TAB was not 
in a position or did not feel enough urgency to bring Flexi Betting to this town.   
We support this legislation.  We want to see the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club progress.  There is no problem 
with stewardship as far as betting in interstate and international meetings is concerned.  We on this side of the 
house also agree with the appointment of the various board members under this legislation.   

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Deputy Premier) [2.57 pm]:  I thank the opposition for its quick handling of this 
legislation.  The member for Murdoch asked why this legislation is being treated urgently.  The urgent treatment 
of this legislation arose from a discussion between the member for South Perth, the Minister for Racing and 
Gaming and me when we were present at the Perth Racing meeting on Saturday.  We were approached by people 
from the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club, who pointed out that they had been waiting for this legislation for a 
long time and it was important to their operations.  We agreed to act in the public interest to put this bill through 
expeditiously.   

I listened also to the other remarks of the member for Murdoch.  I now understand why the Australian Football 
League introduced its head-high tackle rule.  I was not present in the house on Thursday because I was at the 
Treasurers’ Conference.  It is important for Western Australia to be represented at the Treasurers’ Conference.  I 
understand that the Minister for Health was also not present because he was at the Australian Health Ministers’ 
Conference.  It is also important for Western Australia to be represented there.   

The member for South Perth asked a number of questions and I agreed to put the answers on the record, although 
we have already given him copies of the answers.  On the question of the crown grant in trust issue, the answer is 
as follows.  Part 4 of the bill provides for the incorporation of the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club, similar to 
that of other racing clubs.  The only matter that distinguishes Kalgoorlie from other race clubs is that the 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club is the beneficiary of a crown grant in trust, meaning that the land on which the 
racecourse is situated must be used solely for the purposes of a racecourse.  Clause 15(2) provides for the 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club land to vest with the incorporated club.  The certificate of title stipulates that 
the land is to be used and held upon trust solely for the purposes of a racecourse.  The state’s interest in this 
regard is protected by virtue of section 35 of the Land Administration Act, which provides that the minister 
responsible for the act may resume the land if it is considered that it is not being used in accordance with the 
conditions of the crown grant.  Furthermore, if the land is to be used other than for the purpose of a racecourse, 
this will require approval in accordance with sections 18 and 75 of the Land Administration Act from the 
minister responsible for the Land Administration Act. 

One other issue was raised on the question of commission deduction.  Clause 6(2) of the bill allows Racing and 
Wagering Western Australia to reduce its commission deduction rates for its combined and non-combined 
totalisator pools.  Proposed section 17E(3) of the Betting Control Act essentially duplicates the existing 
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provision in the act relating to combined totalisator pools - that is, section 17E(2).  This is a result of the drafting 
style of the Parliamentary Counsel to repeal and redraft existing provisions in clearer language.  Proposed 
section 17E(2) is a new provision relating to non-combined totalisator pools, and, in this regard, I confirm that 
the rates can only be lowered.  To exceed the prescribed amounts, an amendment to the Betting Control 
Regulations would be required. 

I think I have covered the issues raised by the member for South Perth.  I thank him very much for implementing 
the government’s tripartite agreement at the races on Saturday to the benefit of Kalgoorlie-Boulder racing. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [3.02 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre) [3.02 pm]:  I want to commend the government and the opposition 
for their stance on this legislation.  It is a bill that has been a long time in the making.  Although the measure 
does not have great ramifications, if in the future the racing club wishes to develop more land - I hope it does - it 
could technically cause problems; this legislation will overcome those problems. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  You haven’t got a block there, have you? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  No, I live over the road from the racecourse.  The racing club has done very well out of 
land developments around the racecourse.  The profits from that land development have been wisely invested in 
facilities on the course.  The facilities at Kalgoorlie Racecourse are about as good as any outside the 
metropolitan area.  However, I believe that further improvements can take place.  The repeal of the Kalgoorlie 
and Boulder Racing Clubs Act 1904 means that other slight changes will help that process. 

I briefly put on record my dismay at the decision by Racing and Wagering Western Australia to not allow the 
2008 Kalgoorlie Cup to be a stand-alone meeting.  I believe it is a retrograde step and that RWWA has gone 
back on a promise.  I will continue to pursue Racing and Wagering Western Australia to make sure that it keeps 
to its original promise on the 2008 cup. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


